2010-2011 CATECHISM SCHEDULE
ST. MARTIN-OUR SAVIOUR MINISTRY

SCHEDULE FOR SPRING, 2011 (POST LENT)

May 4, 2011
May 11, 2011
May 18, 2011

May 25, 2011

Summer, 2011

Catechism Camp @ Stony Lake, MI, July 10-15

August meeting: Parents and all youth ages 10+

Fall, 2011-Spring, 2012

Classes resume

Confirmation for those completing successfully 2+ years in study/
learning. End of October, 2011.



What is the message of
the New Testament?

The New Testament tells
the good news from God.
And the good news is Jesus
Christ. He “died for our
sins ... he was buried... he
was raised ... he
appeared ...” (1 Corinthians
15:3-5). This is the good
news that leads to salvation
for all people.

What does the message of
the New Testament mean
for us?

The apostle Paul answers,
“Gince all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of
God, they are justified by his
grace as a gift, through the
redemption which is in
Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:23-
24). Jesus Christ freely gives
himself to us. From him we
receive new hearts and
minds. In him we desire to
serve God and others.

What is the message of
the Second Article of the
Apostles’ Creed?

The Second Article is a
summary of the New Testa-
ment message. Jesus Christ
saves us from all that hurts
and ruins life: sin, death, and
the power of the devil. He
gives us the heart to trust
God, serve others, and care
for the earth. “All this he has
done that I may be his own,
live under him in his
kingdom, and serve him ...”
(The Small Catechism, p- 13).
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2 Good News from God

GOOD NEWS
FROM GOD

The New Testament is a
book with a message for
you. The writers of the New
Testament want you to hear
the good news from God.
And the good news is Jesus
Christ. In him the message,
or the Word of God, became
a human being and came
into the world. Our study of
the New Testament begins
by looking at some of the
key passages which proclaim
Christ the good news from
God.

All have sinned
Romans 3:22-24

The passage “all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of
God” (Romans 3:23) is a
statement of our need. God’s
response is that we “are
justified by his grace as a
gift, through the redemption
which is in Christ Jesus”
(Romans 3:24).

The law of God shows us
that we all have sinned.
Luther placed the Ten
Commandments at the
beginning of his Small Cate-
chism because they show
our need for God’s grace.




The first three Command-
ments speak to us about our
relationship with God. They
begin by declaring the deci-
sion God has made about us.
God says, “I am the Lord
your God. You shall have no
other gods. You shall not
take the name of the Lord
your God in vain. Remember
the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy.”

But as soon as we hear
God’s decision and
Commandments, something
in us rebels. Faced with the
Commandments of God, we
discover that we do not have
the heart or the will to fear,
love, and trust God above all
else. We do not use God’s
name, exclusively, to call
upon God in prayer, praise,
and thanksgiving. We do not
gladly hear and learn God’s
Word. All of us have sinned
and we cannot help
ourselves to overcome it.

Jesus has come into the
world to do something about
our sin. He has come to do
for us what we cannot do
for ourselves. This is what it
means to say that Christ
redeems us. He gives us a
new heart to fear, love, and
trust God above all else.
Christ gives us new lips to
call upon God in prayer,
praise, and thanksgiving. He
gives us new ears and minds
to gladly hear and learn
God’s Word. In Jesus, God is
speaking to us the Word
which will make us new
people, the kind of believers
who will wholeheartedly
love God.

God loves us
1 Corinthians 15:1-11

The first part of God’s
message for us, then, is a
word of judgment. All of us
have sinned. When we see
ourselves as God sees us, we
can hear and understand the
rest of the message, the part
about how God answers our
sin.

According to the New
Testament writers, God
responded to sin by sending
Jesus to redeem us. God
sent Jesus to deliver us from
sin and make us new. Jesus
gave himself for us by dying
for our sins.

What would bring you to
give your life for someone
else? There could be only
one answer: love. This is
what brought Christ to give
his life for our sins; he loves
us.

Oh yes, he knows all
about us. Christ knows
about our rebellion and our
desire to have things our
own way. He even knows
how we use our religion to
cover up our rebellion and
self-centeredness. He knows
how we pray “your will be
done” but only settle for
“my will be done.” Christ
sees how we go through the
motions of study, worship,
and service without ever
having our hearts in it.
Christ is God. God is not
fooled for a moment and
still loves us. It is hard to
imagine a love that great,
but that’s how God loves.

The message of the New
Testament tells us of God’s
love. It tells us that God
forgives us and will take
care of us. There is power in
news like that. To hear it
makes a difference in our
lives.

The good news
changes us
Philippians 2:1-11

Hearing the good news
causes some changes to take
place in us. We begin to
know what the name God
means. We know that God is
the Lord who will give us
everything good. Hearing the
news makes believers of us
and this faith brings us to
call upon God as Jesus did.
God becomes our heavenly
parent and we may “pray to
him with complete confi-
dence just as children speak
to their loving father” (The
Small Catechism, p. 17).

We also begin to see our
neighbors as Jesus sees
them: as brothers and
sisters. We no longer see
them so much as rivals and
competitors but as people
whom we can care for and
enjoy.

This is the new freedom
that the good news creates
in us. We have by faith the
freedom of the children of
God. It is freedom from self-
ishness and self-interest. We
are set free for a life of
taking care of the earth and
our neighbors. That is
exactly what God created us
for in the first place.

As long as we live on this
earth the old rebellious part
of us will cause trouble. But
Jesus Christ, the good news
from God, will be there to
turn us around so we can
live as the people God wants
us to be. W






